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Acts Intro


INTRODUCTION TO ACTS
I.  AUTHOR & DATE:  Luke, 62 AD. 

A.  Luke, the beloved physician (Col.4:14).



1.  A sequel to Luke's gospel account (Acts 1:1; Luke 1:1-4).



2.  Luke accompanied Paul - "we" (16:10-17, 20:5-21:18, 27:1-28:16, 31).


B. Date: A.D.62.



1.  The book ends with Paul awaiting trial in AD 62.


2.  Acts also gives no hint of the persecution of Christians under Nero in 



AD 64, Paul's second imprisonment & death in AD 68 or the 



destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70.  The simplest explanation for 



these details not being mentioned is that the book was written 



before they happened.

II.  THE BOOK OF ACTS:

A.  Historical - It is the fifth book of history in the New Testament.  It shows the 


beginning & early growth of the church which is the kingdom predicted 


and establish by Christ.  Acts also furnishes the background the epistles.

B.  Title - The Greek manuscripts simply read "Acts" [Praxis].  The book focuses 


on the acts of the apostles, specifically Peter (Acts 1-12) and Paul (Acts 


13-28).  Others, such as Philip's work, are also included (Acts 8-12.


C.  Theme - "...and ye shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea 


and Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth." (Acts 1:8)


1.  Jerusalem (Acts 1-7) AD 32-35 (Approximately 2 years time)


2.  Judea & Samaria (Acts 8-12) AD 35-48 (13 years)


3.  To The End Of The Earth (Acts 13-28) AD 48-62 (14 years)
III.  THE CHRIST OF ACTS:


A.  Old Testament prophecy, Apostolic witnesses, & the witness of the Holy 


Spirit are constantly appealed to as witnesses of the resurrection of Christ.

B.  Christ is seen as revealing His commands to the apostles through the Holy 


Spirit (Acts 1:2)

C.  The name (authority) of Christ is focused on, since there is no other in whom 


is salvation (Acts 4:12).
IV.  FEATURES OF ACTS:


A. The Holy Spirit is prominent. Name mentioned about 70 times. Acts furnishes 


and inspired account of the advent and ministry of the Holy Spirit in 


fulfillment of the promise of Christ to His apostles (John 16:13-15).

B. The resurrection is prominent. Mentioned more than 20 times; focal point in 8 


of 13 sermons; implied in others. Examples include:



1. Luke's introduction (1:3,22).



2. Peter's sermon on Pentecost (2:24,31,32).



3. Peter's sermon on Solomon's porch (3:13,15,26).



4. Paul's sermon in Antioch of Pisidia (13:30,31,33,34,37).



5. Paul's sermon At Athens (17:18,31,32).



6. General references: 4:33; 25:19.


C. Conversions are prominent. Examples include:


1. About 3,000 Jews on Pentecost (2:37-41).



2. Simon and other Samaritans (8:4-13).



3. Saul (9:1-19a; 22:3-16; 26:1-20).



4. Ethiopian (8:26-39).



5. People in Lydda and Sharon (9:32-35).



6. People in Joppa (9:36-42).



7. Cornelius and household (10:1-48, 11:1-18).



8. Greeks at Antioch of Syria (11:19-21).



9. Lydia and household (16:11-15).



10. Philippian jailor (16:25-34).



11. Crispus and Corinthians (18:8).



12. Other references 2:47; 4:4; 5:14; 6:7; 9:31; 12:24; 16:5.

D. Acts records 5 visits of Paul to Jerusalem after his conversion (9:26-30; 


11:28-30, cf.12:25; 15:1-29; 18:21,22; 21:15-23:30).


E. Acts furnishes the background for 10 of Paul's Epistles:



I & II Thessalonians (Acts 17)


I & II Corinthians (Acts 18-19)


Galatians (Acts 15, 16, 18)


Romans (Acts 19:21; 23:11; chp. 28)


Colossians (in Phrygia, Acts 16:6; 18:23)


Philemon (in Colossae)


Ephesians (Acts 18-20)


Philippians (Acts 16; 20)
V.  OUTLINE OF ACTS:


I.  Jerusalem (1:1 - 8:4)


II.  Judea & Samaria (8:5 - 12:25)


III.  The End Of The Earth (13:1 - 28:31).
QUESTIONS FOR THE INTRODUCTION OF ACTS
1.  Who is the author?  When was the book of Acts written?

2.  What verse summarizes or outlines the theme of this book?
3.  Do you have any questions about Acts as we begin?

